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BB37  Lankershim  Blvd. 
Sun  Valley,  Ca.  91352 


Tel.  2D3-76B-63DD 


3.11.1971 


Our  very  dear  Dr.  ana  Mrs.  Otto  Schneia 


Daring  these  last  3  aays  I  was  very  busy  traveling  with  a  del- 
egation from  Italy.  Today  I  came  ana  in  the  pile  of  letters  I 
found  yours.  I  was  extremely  touched  by  the  true  spiritual 
frienashirj  which  is  binding  us  together  since  that  time  you  came 
to  Los  Angeles  several  years  ago.  v/e  aid  not  achieve  any  of  our 
initiel  goals  in  your  beautiful  project,  but  we  proved  to  ourselves 
that  spiritual  values  of  men  do  really  exist  in  this  degenerating 
world. 

Ironically  I  was  introduced  to  you  through  Mr.DeSora  with  whom  I 
have  no  connections  for  quite  a  long  time.  We  have  had  almost  no 
significant  interchange  of  correspondence  between  us,  but  somehow 
we  both  shared  the  feeling  that  inspite  of  this  unhappy  situation 
causea,  at  least  in  my  case,  by  the  absolute  lack  of  time  which 
I  had  to  devote  to  the  business  enterprises  I  have  createa.  I  want 
to  leave  something  important  for  my  children  ana  their  chilaren,  so 
that  they  can  remember  the  "old  man"  and  say  that  he  was  not  lazy, 
but  on  the  contrary  very  hard  working  man. 

fe  have  had  a  very  hard  and  difficult  year  here  in  USA  aue  to  the 
tight  economical  situation,  but  inspite  of  this  ana  thanks  to  Goa, 
I  was  able  to  increase  our  activity  very  much.  Among  other  very 
unique  products , including  machines,  I  have  also  receivea  the  ex- 
clusive representation  for  the  whole  USA  of  ARS  ANTIQUA  .  I  am 
enclosing  a  circular  letter  explaining  something  about  these  realty 
beautiful  hand  painted  frescoes.  This  is  something  that  started 
to  be  introduced  even  in  Italy  ana, of  course, it  is  absolutely  very 
new  here  in  USA.  I  have  createa  a  separatea  department  for  this 
fascinating  work  of  art  under  the  direction  of  a  UCLA  graauate. 
We  have  already  been  invited  by  Lr.Speroni,iean  of  Art  faculty  at 
the  UCLA.  There  will  be  several  important  Shows  organize a  by  the 
Italian  Trade  Commissioner .A  famous  designer  Ray  Enkeboll,  who  is 
our  aistributor  in  this  area,  has  these  frescoes  m  his  firm  s 
beautiful  show  room  in  Beverly  Kills.  -  I  just  mentionea  tha o  be- 
cause I  consiaer  you  a  very  unique  expert  and  giftet  artist  in  arx. 
In  case  it  woula  interest  you,  I  coula  organize  the  exclusivity 
for  you  in  Canada, or  if  you  were  not  interested  personally , maybe 
you  could  have  somebody  take  care  of  it  unaer  your  direction. 

I  am  sorry  that  insteaa  of  starting  my  letter  with  news  about 
the  earthquake  in  connection  with  which  you  wrote  us  your  kind 
letter, I  went  on  with  business. Somehow  I  mentionea  at  the  beginning 
that  I  had  little  time  because  of  the  business  activity  ana  so  I 
continued  on  this  sub ject. Please ,  paraon  me. 

Thank  God  nothing  happenea  to  us  and  our  chilaren  and  parents. 


Lventhough  it  was  said  that  it  registered  6.5  on  the  Richter  scale, 
now  it  was  established  that  the  actual  magnitude  was  over  8.- 
This  means  that  the  jolt  was  really  serious ,  especially  in  the 
Valley  and  particularly  in  the  area  of  San  Fernando  and  Sylmar. 
Cur  house  is  located  very  close  to  these  affected  localities  and 
my  office  building  is  still  closer. 

When  the  earthquake  started  we  did  not  realize  what  was  happening. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  that  was  the  end  of  the  world. First  I  thought 
it  might  be  the  detonation  of  the  atomic  bombs  dropped  by  the  Soviets 
Then, in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  visible  fire  in  our  vicini 
we  realized  that  this  was  a  quake.  The  house  started  to  "  dance  a 
cha-cha-cha        The  objects  starting  falling  from  the  walls.  The 
books,  hundreds  of  them,  started  falling  on  the  floor.  Valuable 
Murano  crystal  objects  were  being  broken  together  with  other  objects. 
It  was  really  hopeful.  And  the  worst  of  all  is  that  the  man  has  no 
power  whatsoever  over  this  mighty  revolution  of  the  nature.  My  daught 
started  to  shake  like  a  leaf  on  a  tree.  My  wife  was  trying  to  grab 
her  most  valuable  jewels  and  run  away.   I  personally,  after  having 
taken  a  sleeping  pill,  half  drowsy,  was  walking  without  realizing 
anything,  between  my  bed  and  the  closet,  trying  to  find  the  bathrobe. 
When  the  first  quake  stopped  we  all  went  to  the  main  room  and  there 
were  waiting  for  the  other  jolts  which  were  not  so  strong, but  through 
scary.  Ivly  son, Anatol ,who  lives  in  an  apartment  house,  grabbed  his 
wife  and  ran  with  her  through  the  stair  case  and  there  they  fell 
several  times  as  it  was  moving  up  and  down.V/e  told  them  later  that 
was  the  wrong  attitude.  Our  older  son  who  also  lives  in  another 
apartment  house , together  with  his  wife,  were  embraced  in  their 
last  love  declaring  goodbye. 

The  damage  in  general  was  small  in  our  house  compared  with  what 
other  people  suffered  in  those  two  aforementioned  localities. 

Many  people  left  Los  Angeles  area,  but  the  percentage ,±s  I  think, 
is  very  small.  They  say  that  another  severe  quake  might  come  one 
day  from  the  other  ridge. Lets  hope  it  will  not  be  in  this  area, 
but  somewhere  in  the  mountains  where  nobody  lives. 

Once  again,  very  dear  friends,  we  thank  you  all  for  your  kind 
interest  in  us.  May  God  bless  you  and  your  Family. 

I  hope  that  your  life  is  running  normally  and  placidly  as  the 
river  through  the  beautiful  plains  of  your  happia^ss^and  into 
the  sea  of  eternal  life.  **\   /  / 


Love  from  all  of  us 


A.   B.   C,   I  N  C. 


EXCLUSIVE  REPRESENTATIVES      •      IMPORTERS  &  DISTRIBUTERS 


BB37  Lankershim  Blvd. 
Sun  Valley,  Ca.  91352 


Tel.  2p3-76B-63D0 


Prof. Dr. Otto  Schneid 
My  very  dear  friend, £xb 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  nice  letter  of  March  18,1971.  I  certainly  do  appreciate 
your  comments  on  the  frescoes. 

By  the  way,  in  connection  with  the  frescoes,  I  sent  a  copy  of  your  comments  to 
ARS  ANTIQUA  in  Italy.  Mr  .Friedenthal  who  is  in  charge  of  the  distribution  of  this 
line    after  reading  your  comments  wrote  a  very  strong  letter  to  Ars  Antiqua  in 
Italy  telling  them  that  these  could  not  be  handled  as  REPLICAS  painted  by  very 
talented  artists  in  the  same  technique  as  the  masters  did,  but  as  simple  reprod- 
uctions and  for  that  reason  the  prices  would  have  to  be  much  lower.  Mr .E .Siccardi 
representing  Ars  Antiqua  in  Milan  became  very  angry. 

I  am  extremely  happy  that  I  mentioned  this  deal  to  you,  inasmuch  as  I  am  not 
an  expert  in  this  matter  and  I  was  mostly  relying  on  the  infromation  g £v«  Jo  me 
by  the  Italians.  This  line  has  been  introduced  to  my  firm  through  CARLO  PIETROBELLI 
INC.  who  work  with  us  handling  the  eastern  states  from  their  office  m  Miami.  Mr. 
Pietrobelli  assured  me  that  these  people  a  very  honest  and  the  frescoes  are  unique. 
This  was  the  reason  why  I  accepted  to  represent  this  firm  for  the  USA.-  Through 
your  remarks  I  became  somehow  suspicious  and  started  all  this  revolution.  I  am  glad 
it  started  now  and  not  too  late. 

Anyhow,  since  I  already  involved  you  in  this  matter,  I  would  appreciate  very  much 
your  further  assistance  in  this  respect.  I  am  enclosing  copies  of  Mr . Friedenthal  s 
letter  and  Mr. Siccardi' s  answer.  I  am  sure  you  know  Italian  and  you  will  have  no 
problem  understanding  what  he  states.  I  am  not  perfect  in  Italian,  but  I  have  no 
problems  in  conducting  my  correspondence  in  said  language  with  them. 

I  am  also  enclosing  the  pattern  which  Mr. Siccardi  sent  us  to  demonstrate  the  way 
they  are  reproducing  these  frescoes.  I  think  that  no  matter  how  you  would  like 
to  interpret  it,  they  are  using  certain  mechanical  way  in  their  production  ot 
these  frescoes.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  they  could  be  considered  truly  as 
replicas  or  as  certain  originals  by  themselves , as  we  have  planned  to  introduce 
them  in  this  market.  I  would  like  to  have  your  very  honest  opinion  m  this 
matter  as  the  whole  business  in  this  particular  line  of  merchandise  will  depend 
on  your  answer.  If  the  product  is  another  gimmick,  I  would  not  like  to  invest 
any  further  capital.  I  am  really  very  sorry  that  I  am  taking  you/ valuable  time, 
but  you  will  realize  that  I  couldn't  go  to  anybody  else  in  this  regard.  You  are 
my  honest  friend  and  the  only  true  expert  in  art. 

I  never  thought  that  German  was  your  mothers  tongue. I  was  rather  under  the  imp- 
ression that  it  was  Polish  inasmuch  as  I  know  that  you  spoke  very  well  this  language 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  concerning  German,  I  thought  I  knew  it  very  well  one  time, 
especially  when  I  was  used  for  a  short  time  as  interpreter  for  German-French  &  Engli 
but  that  was  some  time  ago  and  since  then  I  had  very  little  opportunity  to  practice 
said  language.  I  work  mostly  in  English, Spanish, Italian  and  French. Some  times  I  have 
some  letters  in  German, especially  with  the  firm  BARTH  from  Ludwigsburg, West  Germany 
who  sell  us  coffee  roasting  equipment  which  we  distribute  in  the  Wedtern  States 
Anvhow    I  think  I  would  be  able  to  understand  your  book  of  poetry.  If  it  is  avail- 
able   i'd  be  glad  to  receive  one  for  the  price  it  costs.Thank  you  and  my  congrat- 
ulation for  your  brilliant  mind. I  just  was  proud  to  mention  your  name  and  your 
friendship  to  a  group  of  people  who  were  born  in  Europe  (Russia , Rumania  &  Poland) 


and  after  eight  years  of  residence  in  Israel  came  to  USA  -  Los  Angeles  where 
they  started  a  kind  of  special  coffee  house  with  very  unique  barbecues  made 
with  equipment  which  they  brought  from  there. They  installed  one  of  our  espresso 
machines  and  I  had  the  opportunity  to  train  them  in  some  thirty  different  exotic 
coffee  drinks  that  I  have  introduced  here.  They  intend  to  open  some  other  4  stores 
like  that  under  the  name  of  "  OPEN  SESAME  ".-  They  were  very  interesting, as  they 
spoke  so  many  different  languages.  I  understood  some  of  them, but  I  was  entirely 
lost  in  Hebrew  and  Turkish  and  Arabic  that  one  of  them,  Mr. Rafael  Nussbaum,  spoke. 
The  second  one,  Mr.Bennie  Katz  told  me  that  he  knew  you  from  Haifa. 

Anyhow,  this  is  how  my  life  is  flowing  past  drawing  me  as  its  humble  servant, 
a  simple  robot,  a  slave  of  the  little  monster  which  I  have  created  myself  and 
which  I  named  with  the  first  three  letters  of  our  alphabet  -ABC-.  I  am  a 
slave  of  obediency  and  efficiency.  I  cannot  sleep  if  I  know  that  there  is  still 
some  work  that  has  to  be  done,  not  tomorrow, but  today.  If  during  the  week  I  was 
unable  to  finish  the  job,  I  come  on  Sunday  and  alone  in  the  office,  without  being 
interrupted  by  others, as  it  usually  happens  during  the  regular  days  of  work,  - 
I  try  to  conclude  all  pending  matters.  Many  times , however ,  even  that  Sunday  does 
not  help  me, as  the  load  was  too  steep  and  a  balance  of  unfinished  matters  remains 
in  the  pending  file.  Regular  salesmen  quit  on  Friday,  but  my  sons  work  with  me 
every  Saturday. 

My  work  is  very  fascinating,  as  I  am  handling  so  many  different  matters  and  with 
so  many  different  people  all  over  this  country  and  Europe.  Right  now,   for  instance 
I  have  had  3  delegations  coming  from  Italy,  England  and  New  York.  From  Italy  we 
have  a  very  important  deal  under  discussion  concerning  the  exclusive  distributor- 
ship of  a  new  freeze-dry  type  espresso  "CREME  DE  CAFE"  so  called  "CAFFE  LIOFILIZZATO" 
which  is  extremely  delicious  and  unique  by  itself.  I  have  spent  many  many  hours 
on  deliberations  with  partners  Earl  Shimon  from  Van  Nuys  &  Carlo  Pietrobelli  from 
Miami  -  and  correspondence  with  the  factory  and  their  representatives.  They  require 
excessive  guarantees  and  impose  very  high  minimum  quotas  -  70  million  packets  for 
the  first  year.  So,  I  don't  know  why  these  circumstances  do  engulf  me  in  so  many 
things  at  the  same  time?  It's  very  simple  to  say  -  don't  get  involved.  Somehow, 
maybe  because  of  my  sons  who  want  to  see  the  firm  very  big,  I  get  mixed  up  with 
all  these  new  lines.  I  love  reading.  I  enjoy  studying.  I  adore  beautiful  music  - 
(when  I  was  younger  I  used  to  ply  violin  and  even  wrote  some  compositions  of  my  own) 
as  well  as  painting.  But  all  this  is  only  a  drl'm  for  me.  I, too, wrote  poetry, maybe 
not  so  deep  and  profound  as  you  do, Professor , because  of  God's  blessing  which  allowed 
you  the  maximum  of  the  best  education  in  the  best  universities,  but  for  me  it  had 
a  beauty  which  I  enjoyed  and  was  proud  of.  Unfortunately  it  wasn't  very  much. This 
was  during  my  studies  of  medicine  at  the  University  in  Caracas , Venezuela  which  I 
was  unable  to  conclude  anyhow  because  of  the  revolution  and  other  dramatic  circumstance] 
in  my  life.  Anyhow,  here  I  am.  In  the  middle  of  another  world,  of  a  world  that  seems 
to  be  originated  by  and  created  by  the  people  with  a  "tangible  soul"  and  a  rectang- 
ular, green  colored  "heart".  I  don't  think  I  have  these  characteristics,  buu  I  have 
to  be  identified  with  these  "people"  just  because  I  follow  their  pattern  of  life. 

I  wish  my  sons  could  take  over  all  my  activity  so  that  I  could  enjoy  the  "intangible" 
part  of  my  soul  which  longs  for  some  other  kind  of  life,  but  if  I  drop  the  leader- 
ship of  the  enterprise  right  now  and  especially  in  this  moment  when  we  have  such 
a  tight  financial  situation  in  this  country,  all  that  structure  which  I  was  able 
to  build  up  in  that  short  time,  could  crumble  down,  leaving  nothing  but  dust  behind  it, 

My  dear  friend,  I  just  hope  that  you  do  not  have  to  work  as  hard  as  I  do  and  that, 
at  the  same  time,  the  work  you  do,  be  a  source  of  creativeness  and  satisfaction 
for  you,  your  Family  and  your  Friends. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  and  thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  comments  on  the 
frescoes,  I  wish  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  your  distinguished  wife, Mrs .Miriam, 
first  of  all  good  health, as  this  starts  to  be  very  impoplLajkt  in  our  new—age  bracket, 
and  lots  of  luck.  God  bless  you! 

Joseph  L.  Carp: 


A.   B.   C   I  N  C. 


EXCLUSIVE  REPRESENTATIVES      •      IMPORTERS  &  DISTRIBUTORS 

8837  Lankershim  Blvd.  Tel  2ti3-76B-63DD 

Sun  Valley,  Ca.  91352 

5.25.1971 

My  very  dear  Friend,  Profesor  Dr. Otto  Schneid! 

More  than  a  month  elapsed  since  I  received  your  letter  dated  4.14.71  for  which  I  thank 
you  very  much.  I  feel  very  sorry,  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  certain  kind  of  relief 
which  I  rather  would  like  to  call  it  "  soulagement  "  somewhere  deep  inside  of  myself  which 
could  be  an  extrasensory  perception  telling  me  that  you  know  the  reason  of  the  delay  in 
answering  your  kind  letter.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  you, dear  Professor,  and  for  that 
reason  I  would  not  like  to  hurt  you^ihy  inappropriate  conduct  on  my  behalf. 

I  work  so  hard  that  if  I  wanted  to  describe  it,  most  of  the  people  would  probably  not  believe 
it.  I  am  telling  you  this,  because  I  am  sure  you  will  know  how  to  explain  this  phenomenon. 
Most  people  have  one  goal  :  relax!  relax  as  much  as  possible  !  I  think  I  am  human  as  every- 
body else.  I  enjoy  the  nature  -  moutains,  sea,  traveling, playing  violin, bangio, and  many 
other  beautiful  things  and  most  of  all  reading.  Why  is  it  that  my  alter  ego  makes  me  work 
so  much?  I  have  been  asking  myself  this  question  quite  often.  I  am  just  the  opposite  of 
what  my  wife  is.  She  learned  the  Venezuelan  philosophy  of  life  which  they  describe  with 
one  word  "  manana  "  which  simply  means  "  tomorrow  is  another  day  ".  This  irritates  me 
quite  often  and  then  again  I  start  asking  myself  :  11  why  don't  you  do  the  same  thing  ?". 
The  other  part  of  myself  says  "  OK,  Joe,  we'll  do  the  same  thing!"  But  it  never  happens 
this  way.  One  way  or  another  I  am  constantly  on  the  move.  I  always  try  to  conclude  every- 
thing that  is  to  be  concluded  no  matter  what  I  do.  I  become  so  absorbed  by  my  work  that 
I  forget  everything  and  without  noticing  the  time  flying  by  I  spend  12  hrs. everyday  in 
all  that  turmoil  of  activities.  Since  I  created  a  little  monster  -"  dans  le  monde  des 
affaires  "  so  I  can  be  construed  as  a  useful  accessory  of  business,  the  god  of  the  mat- 
erialistic world.  I  used  to  be  different.  When  I  was  a  student,  even  when  studying  medicine 
in  Caracas,  I  could  spend  14  -  15  -  16  hours  behind  books  finding  my  happiness  in  the  realm 
of  misteries  of  the  various  subjects.  I  just  lost  my  first  wife  at  that  time  and  since 
I  could  not  understand  the  injustice  of  the  Supreme  God  for  taking  away  such  a  young  person 
of  23  years  only, who  was  the  dearest  possession  I  could  bring  over  from  the  embattled  Europe, 
and  since  I  could  not  find  any  relief  in  alcohol,  I  guess,  I  found  my  happiness  in  my 
studies. My  son,  three  years  old  at  that  time,  now  a  grown  up  man,  already  married,  was 
with  me  by  taken  care  of  by  a  very  nice  lady,  now  late  Mrs.Salaaa.  The  grief  and  the  afore- 
mentioned injustice  could  be  catalyst  responsible  for  the  accelerated  and  increased  tempo 
and  bulk  of  work  respectively.  But  now,  I  think  I  have  a  relatively  happy  life.  What  is  then 
behind  me  that  drives  me  always  forward  with  no  stop  at  all  ? 

Recently  I  had  very  bad  pains  in  the  chest  area.  They  brought  me  over  to  the  hospital  and 
it  was  a  spasmodic  attack  of  the  eesophagus .The  doctor  told  me  that  this  comes  from  exc- 
essive  tension  and  that  I  had  to  take  at  least  one  day  off  on  Sunday.  I  took  one  Sunday  off, 
but  I  had  to  work  at  home  so  hard  because  there  again  I  wanted  to  take  care  of  many  things 
they  I  found  very  neglected.  This  last  Sunday,  since  I  felt  much  better  and  since  I  had 
many  very  urgent  and  very  important  matters  to  take  care  of,  again,  telling  myself  apolo- 
getically that  it  was  an  exception,  I  worked  the  whole  day. 

From  the  pile  of  letters  to  be  answered  I  took  yours  and  I  put  it  in  the  folder  of  urgent 
matters    but  sincd  there  were  always  some  other  matters  which  were  constantly  popping  up 
and  found  much  more  urgent,  it  had  to  wait  till  today.  Actually  I  had  an  appointment  with 
the  son  of  the  owner  of  the  largest  plant  of  bulk  brandy  in  USA  who  was  supposed  to  come 
from  Fresno  to  see  me  with  respect  to  another  corporation  they  want  to  start  together  with 
A. B.C., INC.  connected  with  exotic  coffees,  but  he  called  me  and  said  he  could  not  make  it. 
So  I  had  some  extra  time  which  was  dedicated  to  this  folder,  including  your  letter. 
I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  wise  advise.  In  view  of  this  I  fired  the  person,  Mr. J. 
Friedenthal,  whom  I  hired  for  the  promotion  of  the  SICFRA  ARS  ANTIQUA .  There  were  several 
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engagements  which  were  made  previously,  for  instance  on  June  2  -  a  party  of  over  200 
persons  from  the  highest  society  invited  by  the  Venice  Committee  to  restore  Italian 
Monuments  -  at*  the  private  studio  of  Tony  Duquette  in  his  home  in  Bel  Air;  and  on 
June  4  -  another  party  at  Universal  City  Studios  -  pgganized  by  Mrs.Speroni,  the  wife 

L'AM0URnwh  I ;  T      "'"I  °f/rt  3t         U-C'L'A-  L°S  A^6leS-  Fo"  the  "rvice'of  CAPPUCCINO 

*  WhlGh  1  c" at*d  and  which  i«  becoming  very  popular  all  over,  they  agreed  to  have 
these  frescoes  and  other  of  our  products,  including  deluxe  espresso  and  cappuccino  machines 
which  we  produce  exclusively  here,  on  exhibition.  In  view  of  these  previous  engagements 
I  nave  no  other  alternative  but  to  continue  with  this  line,  but  without  spending  any 
more  money,  until  the  time  proves  and/or  indicates  the  best  way  to  be  followed    I  have 
uo  be  very  cautious  with  this  matter,  as  in  addition  to  FRESCOES  ARS  ANTIQUA    we  have 
22  ff^T^  UaeS  ln  ^  6XOtiC  C°ffee  e**P»ent  "eld  handled  by  the  same 
Mr~  HvrlTd  III'  \         an°thr  «entleman  °f  my  386  aPProx^ately  and  a  countryman, 
Mr  Myron  Chuzak,  who  is  unemployed  and  cannot  find  any  good  job,  and  he  is  very  much 
interested  to  promote  the  frescoes  and  particularly  others  made  in  large  quantities 
very  beautiful    but  very  cheap.  Maybe  the  cheap  price  of  the  others  will  promote  the 
,™-*??eS,T-??  maybe  some  business  might  come  out  of  this  field  which  is  not  of  my 
IA    !  2:  ?°W      W3S  Very  luCky  With  anythinS  1  touched.  Maybe  this  luck  will 

tn  tin  u      Products.  When  I  started  with  espresso  machines,  nobody  wanted 

witnout^  clTJnl      them'  1  rUl<3,n0t  6Ven  leaVe  °ne  °n  3  trial  basis  f-  "ver-1  months 

'  haT  S  a/Ty,Z     °"  theSe  machines  institute  a  large  bulk  of  our  good  business. 

We  have  a  model  made  for  homes  called  «  LA  PEPPINA"  which  is  retailed  for  $125,00  and 
which,  of  course,  we  are  selling  to  large  department  stores  and  to  many  other  dealers 
girt  stores,  etc.,  and  we  cannot  keep  up  with  the  demand.     Just  this  item  alone,  I  mean 
La  Peppina,  requires  a  stock  of  approximately  $50,000,00.-  So,  you  see,  miracles  can 

o    v  aft  rT  %  Uttle  correction  here  by  saying  that  my  miracle  happened 

only  after  I  invested  a  lot  of  energy  and  patience  and  know-how. 

My  dear  friedd    I  am  writing  so  much  and  till  now  everything  was  just  rotating  around 
my  person    Isn't  that  awful?  It  surely  does  not  look  nice.  I  should  apologize  for  this 

aawL°.h^    V'  «  ^  that  1  Start  Writing  3  l6tter>  ffly  thoughts  flow  in  such 

a  way  that  many  times  it  comes  out  differently  from  what  I  intended  to  conceive.  It  must 
probably  mean  that  I  am  too  much  absent  minded.  Too  many  "  affare  "  must  be  whirling  inside 
of  this  poor  brain.  Anyhow,  let's  finally  conclude  with  me  and  my  alter  ego. 

First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  received  your  book.  The  only  time 
for  reading  that  I  have  now  is  only  around  11,30  p.m.-  During  that  short  time  I  already 
went  through  several  pages  and  I  can  tell  you  that  your  German,  at  least  in  this  book 
of  poems,  is  grahdiose.  It  is  not  a  book  for  quick  reading.  It  is  a  work  of  poetic  art 
elevating  the  sublimeness  of  the  soul,  of  that  intangible  part  of  our  being,  which  in 
your  case  is  rising  high  above  the  level  of  many  others.  It  is  just  like  an  allegorical 
farewell  confession  of  two  twins,  not  united  by  xiphoid  cartilages,  bu^a  somatic  and 
spiritual  amalgamative  complex  which  by  itself  is  such  an  enormous  field  that  I  better 
stop  here  before  engaging  in  this  matter  especially  with  you,  a  person  who  achieved  such 
an  extensive  knowledge  during  your  life. 
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Instead  of  such  elevated  subjects,  I  will  have  to  dedicate  some  time, and  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  write  a  very  special  book  on  coffee  art.  I  have  over  100  various  exotic 
coffee  drinks  recipes  and  beautiful  stories  that  I  would  like  to  write  about  in  a  short 
book  which  would  be  sold  with  home  coffee  roasters , grinders , filtermatics ,  etc. etc.-  This 
would  be  the  coffee  home  making  kit.  I  hope  this  will  be  successful. 

In  your  last  letter  you  mentioned  you  were  very  busy  with  your  decision  to  finally 
create  your  magnus  opus  in  the  phylosophical  field.  I  am  sure  this  will  be  a  true  MAGNUS  OPUS.  ^ 
This  will  be  a  satisfaction  which  will  give  you  more  than  anything  in  this  world.  From  what 
s*e>  y°u  cannot  rest  either.  There  is  something  inside  of  you  which  pushes  you  always  for- 
ward   And  this  is  the  beauty,  because  you  enjoy  it.  My  work  is  not  so  much  spitituallv  el- 

np^MirSfiM  nwi°y  «ny  W°rkJI  d°-  "  1  hope  to  be  able  to  read  and  fully  understand  your 
next  MAGNUM  OPUS.-  Here, my  dear  friend, I  will  leave  you, not  spiritually , but  with  this  letter 

A.  B.C.   I  IMC-     and  wish  you  good  luck. Thank  God  you  are  healthy  due  to  your  vegetarian 

regime  .This  .unfortunately , I  could  not  master. I  am  too  weak.  ^*««n 

CFPTRA    im       V    CTI    f  CWTiiATH     nTKi/tni     t^*.»  .    .  .  I 


i 

9 


t  !„•  1 1  on     • .    .     0      :  *,oi  ,        ia  > ulliUl  LUUd  Le  v  >  ■■■  couia  not  master.i  am  too  weak. 


CORDIAL' 


A.   B.   C,   I  N  C. 


EXCLUSIVE  REPRESENTATIVES      •      IMPORTERS  &  DISTRIBUTORS 

S837  Lankershim  Blvd. 

Sun  Valley,  Ca.  91352  Tel-  2D3-76B-63QD 


9.10.71 

Prof.  Dr.  Otto  Schneid 
I4.8  Laurelcrest  Ave. 
Downsview,  Ontario,  Canada 


My  dear  friend  Prof.  Dr.  Otto  Schneid, 

I  feel  so  guilty  that  I  could  not  find  a  moment  to  answer  your 
last  letter  of  June  1,  1971. 

So  many  things  happened  here  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  give 
a  full  report  abouth  that.  First  of  all,  we  had  so  many  different  shows 
happening  almost  at  the  same  time  starting  from  the  Pine  Food  &  Bever- 
age show  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel  and  then  to  the  gift  shows  at  the  same 
hotel  and  at  the  Convention  Center  in  Los  Angeles  which  is  a  very  lux- 
urious beautiful  building  made  for  that  purpose,  and  then  finally  now 
the  Restaurant  show  which  took  place  at  the  Sports  Arena  in  Los  Angel- 
es. We  have  been  very  successful.  We  have  had  many  orders.  On  the  other 
side,  we  have  had  a  very  difficult  time.  First  of  all,  it  started  with 
the  longshoreman's  strike.  We  have  more  than  two  months  that  no  one  of 
our  shipments  could  be  delivered  to  us.  We  have  merchandise  floating 
between  Mazatlan,  Ensenada  in  Mexico;  San  Pedro;  Los  Angeles;  and  Van- 
couver-British Columbia.  For  all  these  shipments  we  will  have  to  pay  siz- 
able amounts  to  cover  all  the  extra  expenses  and  charges  for  transpor- 
tation, warehousing,  extra  services  required  from  other  customs  brokers, 
reshipping  from  all  those  foreign  ports  to  Los  Angeles.  Practically 
the  major  part  of  our  profits  will  be  wiped  out. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  have  also  acquired  a  new  building  and  this 
took  some  of  my  time0  First,  I  spent  some  time  on  prepairing  plans  to 
build  our  own  building  on  the  present  lot  at  8837  Lankershim  Biid.  in 
Sun  Valley,  but  this  would  have  required  approximately  6  months,  so  I 
decided  to  take  advantage  of  a  last  minute  offer  of  a  building  that  was 
recently  built  by  a  certain  Mr.  Stanoff  who  decided  to  quit  business  and 
go  to  Europe  and  enjoy  a  little  bit  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  made  good 
money  and  since  his  friend  was  a  recent  victim  of  heart  attack,  he  de- 
cided to  sell  everything  he  had  here  and  in  this  way  get  rid  of  all  the 
worries  connected  with  business. 

I  thought  that  I  could  take  some  vacation  and  go  to  Europe  on  a 
business  trip  and  maybe  stop  at  your  place  in  Canada  to  pay  you  a  visit 
but  unfortunately  nothing  came  out  of  that.  Work,  work,  and  nothing 
more  but  work.  I  created  a  monster  and  I  just  don't  know  how  in  the  world 
I  will  be  able  to  dominate  it. The  good  side  of  it  is,  that  I  have  two 
sons  who  are  helping  me  very  much  in  the  development  of  this  enterprise. 
My  young  daughter  is  also  helping  me  in  the  office. 

Recently,  my  brother-in-law,  his  wife, and  his  daughter,  paid  us  a 
visit.  They  came  from  Venezuela  and  stayed  here  with  us  for  approximate- 
ly two  weeks.  They  left  last  week  to  Caracas  through  Mexico  where 
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they  intend  to  stay  a  few  more  days. 

In  the  meantime  I  am  creating  another  enterprise  called  Artwood 
Inc.  which  will  manufacture  different  items  in  wood,  including  frames 
for  pictures,  special  centers  for  Wine  Craft,  which  is  another  business 
which  I  acquired  from  Vie-Del  Company,  the  largest  manufacturer  of 
brandy  bulk  and  by-products  such  as  Wine  Chef.  This  Wine  Craft,  which 
includes  the  home  wine  making  kit  could  be  a  very  important  business 
for  our  enterprise  and  since  I  received  the  exclusive  representation 
for  this  very  important  company  for  the  whole  territory  of  the  United 
States,  I  am  working  very  hard  on  developing  this  new  line.     This  mer- 
chandise will  be  displayed  on  special  racks  decorated  with  bricks, 
molded  columns,  shelves  etc.  I  decided  to  manufacture  those  centers  direct 
ly  here  in  our  shop  which  will  be  actually  installed  in  the  new  build- 
ing. 

As  you  can  see,  I  have  nothing  new  and  interesting  to  tell  you; 
only  business.  It  is  really  something  that  will  be  hard  to  understand 
for  you  in-as-much  as  you  are  in  a  different  world,  in  a  spiritual 
world. 

As  far  as  health  is  concerned,  thank  God,  we  are  more  or  less  in 
good  hands.  The  problems    I  used  to  have  with  my  heart  and  chest, 
disappeared.  My  wife  feels  better;  grandparents  are  also  enjoying  a 
relatively  good  health  and  I  think  that  their  activity  in  their  own 
little  business  and  their  social  life  keeps  them  young. 

I  hope  that  you  have  had  a  better  opportunity  to  enjoy  this  period 
of  vacation  in  your  country.  It  must  be  beautiful  right  now  in  Canada; 
everything  must  be  green.    You  probably  don't  have  so  much  heat  as  we 
do  here.  Today  we  have  exactly  in  the  valley  IOIlF.  So  that's  quite 
a  hot  day. 

You  will  have  to  excuse  me  for  such  an  incoherent  letter.  I  was  just 
talking  to  the  recorder  and  it  was  a  simple  and  pleasant  conversation, 
I  imagine,  I  had  with  you.  I  just  wanted  you  to  know  that  I  have  not 
forgotten  you. 

Please  accept  the  greetings  from  all  of  us  and  don't  forget  to 
drop  us  some  lines  whenever  you  have  the  time. 


Muchos  saludos 


Exclusive  Representatives: 

ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA  8837  L  J^hlJmWL 
riproduzione  affresch!  antichi  Sun  Valley,  Calif. 
  213  -  768-6300 


Ancient  civilizations  have  passed  on  to  us  their  fascinating  art  treasure.  Particu- 
larly their  frescoes  (paintings  made  with  earth  colours  on  a  "fresh"  layer  of  chalky 
material  while  this  is  still  in  the  process  of  drying  out,  so  that  the  colours  pene- 
trate into  the  mixture,  incorporating  themselves  into  it)  are  of  great  interest  be- 
cause they  give,  through  their  figures,  as  well  as  through  their  artistic  worth,  a 
knowledge  of  the  world  of  past  times. 

From  those  of  thousands  of  years  ago,  Assyrian,  Indian,  Egyptian,  Etruscan,  we 
arrive  at  the  many  marvelous  works  of  the  great  Italian  masters  from  the  thirteenth 
to  sixteenth  centuries.     But  if,  in  the  world  of  art,  oil  painting,  as  it  spread 
throughout  the  world,  permitted  many  people  to  fulfil  their  desire  to  possess  pic- 
tures painted  by  the  great  masters  of  all  countries,  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  the 
frescoes. 

They  were  born  where  they  still  lie,  irremovable,  in  the  grottoes  of  Ajanta  in  India, 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Kings  in  Egypt,  at  Pompeii,  in  the  many  Churches  and  various 
historical  buildings  of  Italy.     It  is  possible  to  purchase  printed  reproductions  of 
ancient  frescoes,  but  these  cannot  arouse  the  interest  of  cultured,  exigent  persons 
who  have  a  strong  personality. 

The  founders  of  the  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA  have  made  a  study  from  life,  even  in  far-off 
countries,  of  those  frescoes  which,  today,  still  arouse  universal  admiration;  they 
have  consulted  texts,  passed  on  to  us  from  the  old  experts  in  fresco  work,  and  have 
thus  managed,  after  many  attempts,  to  produce  that  composition  of  calcareous  mater- 
ials the  ancient  used,  and  to  reproduce  frescoes,  by  hand,  using  the  earth  colours 
in  order  to  give  an  absolutely  faithful  copy. 

The  most  important  work  done  by  the  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA,  which  cannot  be  learned  in 
any  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  is  that  of  being  able  to  produce,  through  particular  proces- 
ses, the  centuries-old  look  of  the  originals,  reproducing  the  subjects  painted  in 
them  on  a  background  about  1"  deep,  obtained  with  the  calcareous  composition  de- 
scribed above,  modelling  the  outlines  of  pieces  presented  as  fragments  of  rock, 
reproducing  the  wear  and  tear  of  time,  caused  by  abrasions,  veining,  cracks  arid 
moulds,  so  as  to  give  the  sensation;  to  the  observer  of  the  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA 
frescoes,  of  looking  at  a  real  antique  work. 

Thus,  today,  it  is  possible  to    fulfil   the  wish  to  possess  a  faithful  reproduction 
of  an  ancient  fresco,  true  in  all  its  aspects. 

This  desire  is  very  much  felt  by  exigent,  refined  people  of  good  taste,  with  a  strong 
personality  of  their  own,  to  create  a  sense  of  enjoyment  obtained  by  using  the  an- 
tique together  with  the  modern. 

The  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA  has,  through  long,  methodical  search,  been  able  to  collect 
together  a  team  of  able  painters,  arousing  in  them  a  particular  attraction  tor  an- 
tique frescoes  by  showing  them  examples  produced  by  the  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA ,  using 
their  particular  "aging"  technique,  which  constitutes  the  main  fascination  of  a 
piece  of  antique  work. 

The  painters  of  the  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA  have  assimilated  this  ability  and  know  how  to 
apply  it  ably,  in  such  a  way  that  an  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA  reproduction  is  recognized 
as  having  considerable  artistic  worth  and  indisputable  commercial  value.    An  ARS 
ANTIQUA  SICFRA  reproduction  is  a  high-class  decorative  element,  absolutely  new, 
different  from  all  the  usual  ones,  such  as  oil  paintings,  prints,  engravings,  tapes- 
tries, etc.  and  will  fit  beautifully  into  any  decorative  scheme,  modern  or  not, 
creating  pleasant  and  enjoyable  contrasts. 

The  ARS  ANTIQUA  SICFRA  collection  covers  many  civilizations  and  the  variety  of  sub- 
jects contained  in  it  will  satisfy  even  the  most  exigent  of  persons. 


